Rajeev Baruah’s Poems

Zebra Thoughts

The day keeps bleating
like a tethered goat

Routine traffic jam
for the city goer

Pizzas flying
on riders’ backs

Will traffic ruin
Aainul’s dhanda today?

My zebra thoughts
are stuck at the crossing

For Maradona

The divine footwork ceased,

the ground forgotten,

the football flies skyward

and rests there.

We watch without applause,

the referee forgets to blow the whistle.

What a maddening sight!

a breadth of green

and the Tiger Hills’ sun
rising between his two feet.

Even before the applause

and the screams could die down
the sweating sun disappeared
premature, almost suicidal

drowned
and drowned

Who will shatter the four walls of silence
and break the wind’s bones

to strike the horizon

between the two posts?

Who will now wait for another goal
from that pair of boots
shrivelled like wild banana peel?
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