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the tradition of a rare stream of poet-novelists in Hindi, including figures such as
Prasad, Agyeya, Naresh Mehta and Shrikant Verma. He stands out as a master
craftsman within the broader movement that emerged in the twentieth century, which
celebrates and honoures the common man and everyday life.” ¥§ 5299 I™ ST
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T I 9F AEISAAF fRE Fove 4R IR@® =R{7W F REER a2
IR0 SEY FR® 93E: Smallness is the dominant feature of Shukla’s work, and

in his small bare pictureless rooms live modest people with vivid interior lives. In
“There was a window that lived in a wall”’, there’s more than a window that lives in
the wall. Concealed from the world there’s also a man, someone like Shukla himself,
living in it. He is “so absolutely the average man”, as Alfred Jarry says of Marcueil in
The Supermale, that his very ordinariness makes him “extraordinary”. The busy
shopper of “A street in the bazaar”, his frayed bag filled with potatoes, leafy
vegetables, and spices, is observed by another who wishes he were a ten-rupee
note and could find shelter in that bag, away from his own anxieties.”(‘Grass lives
next grass’: Arvind Krishna Mehrotra on Jnanpith winner Vinod Kumar Shukla’s
Poetry, Scroll.in. March 25, 2025)
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